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Great Vigil of Easter 

Easter Vigil  Saturday, April 4, 2014 

Lighting of the Paschal Candle 

By the columbarium, in the darkness, fire is kindled. The Celebrant says 

Dear friends in Christ: On this most holy night, in which our Lord Jesus passed over from 

death to life, the Church invites her members, dispersed throughout the world, to gather 

in vigil and prayer. For this is the Passover of the Lord, in which, by hearing his Word 

and celebrating his Sacraments, we share in his victory over death. 

The Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

O God, through your Son you have bestowed upon your people the brightness of your 

light: Sanctify this new fire, and grant that in this Paschal feast we may so burn with 

heavenly desires, that with pure minds we may attain to the festival of everlasting light; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Paschal Candle is then lighted from the newly kindled fire, and the Celebrant bearing the Candle, 

leads the procession to the chapel, pausing three times and singing or saying 

The Great Vigil of Easter, Versicle and Response: “The Light of Christ” S 68 

 

A Cantor now sings the Exsultet. 

Rejoice now, heavenly hosts and choirs of angels, 

and let your trumpets shout Salvation 

for the victory of our mighty King. 

Rejoice and sing now, all the round earth, 

bright with a glorious splendor, 

for darkness has been vanquished by our eternal King. 

Rejoice and be glad now, Mother Church, 



and let your holy courts, in radiant light, 

resound with the praises of your people. 

(All you who stand near this marvelous and holy flame, 

pray with me to God the Almighty 

for the grace to sing the worthy praise of this great light; 

through Jesus Christ his Son our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with him, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Celebrant 

It is truly right and good, always and everywhere, with our whole heart and mind and 

voice, to praise you, the invisible, almighty, and eternal God, and your only-begotten 

Son, Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who at the feast of the 

Passover paid for us the debt of Adam’s sin, and by his blood delivered your faithful 

people. 

This is the night, when you brought our fathers, the children of Israel, out of bondage in 

Egypt, and led them through the Red Sea on dry land. 

 



This is the night, when all who believe in Christ are delivered from the gloom of sin, and 

are restored to grace and holiness of life. 

This is the night, when Christ broke the bonds of death and hell, and rose victorious from 

the grave. 

How wonderful and beyond our knowing, O God, is your mercy and loving-kindness to 

us, that to redeem a slave, you gave a Son. 

How holy is this night, when wickedness is put to flight, and sin is washed away. It 

restores innocence to the fallen, and joy to those who mourn. It casts out pride and hatred, 

and brings peace and concord. 

How blessed is this night, when earth and heaven are joined and man is reconciled to 

God. 

Holy Father, accept our evening sacrifice, the offering of this candle in your honor. May 

it shine continually to drive away all darkness. May Christ, the Morning Star who knows 

no setting, find it ever burning—he who gives his light to all creation, and who lives and 

reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 

Liturgy of the Word 

The Celebrant introduces the Scripture readings, saying 

Let us hear the record of God’s saving deeds in history, how he saved his people in ages 

past; and let us pray that our God will bring each of us to the fullness of redemption. 

The story of Creation  Genesis 1:1—2:2 

Psalm 33:1-11 

Exultate, justi 

 1 Rejoice in the LORD, you righteous; *  

   it is good for the just to sing praises.  
   

 2 Praise the LORD with the harp; *  

   play to him upon the psaltery and lyre.  
   

 3 Sing for him a new song; *  

   sound a fanfare with all your skill upon the trumpet.  

 
   



 4 For the word of the LORD is right, *  

   and all his works are sure.  
   

 5 He loves righteousness and justice; *  

   the loving-kindness of the LORD fills the whole earth.  
   

 6 By the word of the LORD were the heavens made, *  

   by the breath of his mouth all the heavenly hosts.  
   

 7 He gathers up the waters of the ocean as in a water-skin *  

   and stores up the depths of the sea.  
   

 8 Let all the earth fear the LORD; *  

   let all who dwell in the world stand in awe of him.  
   

 9 For he spoke, and it came to pass; *  

   he commanded, and it stood fast.  
   

 10 The LORD brings the will of the nations to naught; *  

   he thwarts the designs of the peoples.  
   

 11 But the LORD’s will stands fast for ever, *  

   and the designs of his heart from age to age.  
 

Let us pray.    (Silence) 

O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity of 

human nature: Grant that we may share the divine life of him who humbled himself to 

share our humanity, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Israel’s deliverance at the Red Sea  Exodus 14:10—15:1 

Canticle 8 

The Song of Moses 

I will sing to the Lord, for he is lofty and uplifted; * 

 the horse and its rider has he hurled into the sea. 

The Lord is my strength and my refuge; * 

 the Lord has become my Savior. 

This is my God and I will praise him, * 

 the God of my people and I will exalt him. 

The Lord is a mighty warrior; * 

 Yahweh is his Name. 



The chariots of Pharaoh and his army has he hurled into the sea; * 

 the finest of those who bear armor have been 

    drowned in the Red Sea. 

The fathomless deep has overwhelmed them; * 

 they sank into the depths like a stone. 

Your right hand, O Lord, is glorious in might; * 

 your right hand, O Lord, has overthrown the enemy. 

Who can be compared with you, O Lord, among the gods? * 

 who is like you, glorious in holiness, 

 awesome in renown, and worker of wonders? 

You stretched forth your right hand; * 

 the earth swallowed them up. 

With your constant love you led the people you redeemed; * 

 with your might you brought them in safety to 

    your holy dwelling. 

You will bring them in and plant them * 

 on the mount of your possession, 

The resting-place you have made for yourself, O Lord, * 

 the sanctuary, O Lord, that your hand has established. 

The Lord shall reign * 

 for ever and for ever. 
 

Let us pray.    (Silence) 

O God, whose wonderful deeds of old shine forth even to our own day, you once 

delivered by the power of your mighty arm your chosen people from slavery under 

Pharaoh, to be a sign for us of the salvation of all nations by the water of Baptism: Grant 

that all the peoples of the earth may be numbered among the offspring of Abraham, and 

rejoice in the inheritance of Israel; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A new heart and a new spirit  Ezekiel 36:24-28 

Canticle 9 

The First Song of Isaiah 

Surely, it is God who saves me; * 

 I will trust in him and not be afraid. 

For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, * 

 and he will be my Savior. 

Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing * 



 from the springs of salvation. 

And on that day you shall say, * 

 Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name; 

Make his deeds known among the peoples; * 

 see that they remember that his Name is exalted. 

Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, * 

 and this is known in all the world. 

Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, * 

 for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel. 
 

Let us pray.    (Silence) 

Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery established the new covenant 

of reconciliation: Grant that all who are reborn into the fellowship of Christ’s Body may 

show forth in their lives what they profess by their faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

The gathering of God’s people  Zephaniah 3:12-20 

Psalm 126 

In convertendo 

 1 When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, *  

   then were we like those who dream.  
   

 2 Then was our mouth filled with laughter, *  

   and our tongue with shouts of joy.  
   

 3 Then they said among the nations, *  

   “The LORD has done great things for them.”  
   

 4 The LORD has done great things for us, *  

   and we are glad indeed.  
   

 5 Restore our fortunes, O LORD, *  

   like the watercourses of the Negev.  
   

 6 Those who sowed with tears *  

   will reap with songs of joy.  
   

 7 Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, *  

   will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.  
 



Let us pray.    (Silence) 

O God of unchangeable power and eternal light: Look favorably on your whole Church, 

that wonderful and sacred mystery; by the effectual working of your providence, carry 

out in tranquillity the plan of salvation; let the whole world see and know that things 

which were cast down are being raised up, and things which had grown old are being 

made new, and that all things are being brought to their perfection by him through whom 

all things were made, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Sermon  The Rev. Rebecca Myers 

Holy Baptism, Litany and Thanksgiving over 

the Water 

S 75 

 

 

 

 
Celebrant 

We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the 

beginning of creation. Through it you led the children of Israel out of their bondage in 

Egypt into the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus received the baptism of John and was 

anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death and 

resurrection, from the bondage of sin into everlasting life. 

We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his 

death. By it we share in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. 

Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we bring into his fellowship those who come 

to him in faith, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

At the following words, the Celebrant touches the water 

 



Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who 

here are cleansed from sin and born again may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus 

Christ our Savior. 

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Celebrant addresses the people, all standing. 

Through the Paschal mystery, dear friends, we are buried with Christ by Baptism into his 

death, and raised with him to newness of life. I call upon you, therefore, now that our 

Lenten observance is ended, to renew the solemn promises and vows of Holy Baptism, by 

which we once renounced Satan and all his works, and promised to serve God faithful in 

his holy catholic Church. 

Renewal of Baptismal Vows 

Celebrant Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your commitment to 

Jesus Christ?  

People I do.  
   
Celebrant Do you believe in God the Father?  

People I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

  creator of heaven and earth.  
   
Celebrant Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?  

People I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

   and born of the Virgin Mary.  

  He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

   was crucified, died, and was buried.  

  He descended to the dead.  

  On the third day he rose again.  

  He ascended into heaven,  

   and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

  He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
   
Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?  

People I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

  the holy catholic Church,  

  the communion of saints,  

  the forgiveness of sins,  



  the resurrection of the body,  

  and the life everlasting.  
   
Celebrant Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking 

of bread, and in the prayers?  

People I will, with God’s help.  
   
Celebrant Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent 

and return to the Lord?  

People I will, with God’s help.  
   
Celebrant Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?  

People I will, with God’s help. 

Celebrant Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as 

yourself?  

People I will, with God’s help.  
   
Celebrant Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the 

dignity of every human being?  

People I will, with God’s help.  
 

The Celebrant then says 

May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new birth by 

water and the Holy Spirit, and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, keep us in 

eternal life by his grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 

Peace 

All stand. 

Celebrant The peace of Christ be always with you.  

People And also with you.  
 

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord as they process to the 

nave. 

Descend, O Spirit, purging flame  Hymnal 297 

The candles at the Altar may now be lighted from the Paschal Candle. 

 



The Celebrant says to the people 

  Alleluia. Christ is risen.  

People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.  
 

Opening Anthem  S 280 

1 Glory to God in the highest,  

  and peace to his people on earth.  

2 Lord God, heavenly King,  

  almighty God and Father,  

  we worship you, we give you thanks,  

  we praise you for your glory.  

 

3 Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  

  Lord God, Lamb of God,  

4 you take away the sin of the world;  

  have mercy on us;  

5 you are seated at the right hand of the Father;  

  receive our prayer.  

6 For you alone are the Holy One,  

  you alone are the Lord,  

7 you alone are the Most High,  

  Jesus Christ,  

  with the Holy Spirit,  

  in the glory of God the Father. Amen.  

Collect of the Day 

Celebrant The Lord be with you.  

People And also with you.  

Celebrant Let us pray.  

The Celebrant then says 

O God, who made this most holy night to shine with the glory of the Lord’s resurrection: 

Stir up in your Church that Spirit of adoption which is given to us in Baptism, that we, 

being renewed both in body and mind, may worship you in sincerity and truth; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and for ever. Amen. 



Epistle  Romans 6:3-11 

A Reading from Paul’s letter to the Church in Rome. 

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  

People Thanks be to God.  
 

All stand. 

The strife is o’er, the battle done  Hymnal 208 

 

Holy Gospel  Mark 16:1-18 

All stand. 

Priest The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Mark.  

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
 

After the Gospel is read, the people respond as follows: 

Priest The Gospel of the Lord.  

People Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
 

Prayers of the People 

All remain standing. 

Reader:  On this holy evening, we remember and pray for your church around the world.  

May it reflect the risen light of Christ.  Christ is risen… 

Response:  He is risen indeed! 

Reader:  We pray for our nation, for our Commonwealth and for our region.  Surround 

our leaders with your word and your truth.  Raise up leaders to guide us!  Christ is 

risen… 

He is risen indeed! 

Reader:  We pray for the welfare of the world.  We need Christ’s way to permeate every 

corner of the earth.  We pray for the war-torn regions of the world, especially South 



Sudan, Syria, Iraq, Crimea and all areas where people suffer from injustice and 

corruption.  Christ is risen… 

He is risen indeed! 

We pray for our region, especially that it may be governed well.  Give us guidance and 

grace to tackle the problems of poverty, addiction, poor health, and lack of economic 

opportunity.  Strengthen us in our love of this land, our love for family.  Show us how 

our strength is greater than our problems and can resurrect our communities.  Christ is 

risen… 

He is risen indeed! 

We pray for all those who suffer or face any trouble, especially for Sabrina, Connie, Erin, 

Juanita, Jerry, Mossie, Shirley, Calvin, Bill, Raymond & Elaine, James, the Cornelison 

Family, Sharon, Linda, Fred, Avery, Michael, Mason, Nellie, Leroy, Mary Ann, Katie, 

Jeff, Thalia, Craig, Barbara, Logan, the Gill Family, Buck, Amanda & James, Daphne, 

Wayne, Fay, Katrina, Shazia, Teresa, Clay.    We pray for Silvestre and all those serving 

in the Armed Forces.  May your comfort and healing touch surround them.  Christ is risen 

He is risen indeed! 

We pray for all who have died, especially those remembered by our parish who have died 

this past year: Brenda Neely Gibson and Rob Myers.  We know they are with the risen 

Christ where there are no tears and no pain.  Christ is risen… 

He is risen indeed! 

Silence 

The Celebrant continues. 

Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully accept the 

prayers of your people, and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 



Holy Communion 

The Celebrant says 

Yours, O Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the victory, and the majesty. For 

everything in heaven and on earth is yours. Yours, O Lord, is the kingdom, and you are 

exalted as head over all.    1 Chronicles 29:11 

Offertory Hymn 

Come, ye faithful, raise the strain  Hymnal 199 

Representatives of the congregation bring the people’s offerings of bread and wine, and money or other 

gifts, to the deacon or celebrant. The people stand while the offerings are presented and placed on the 

Altar. 

Great Thanksgiving 

All remain standing. 

 

God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise. 

Glory to you for ever and ever. 

At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, 

suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home. 

By your will they were created and have their being. 

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with 

memory, reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, 

and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one another. 



Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 

Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your 

righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to 

fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace. 

By his blood, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we are healed. 

And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, 

and martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to 

proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn:

 



 

The Celebrant continues 

And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water 

and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be 

the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord. On the night he was betrayed he took 

bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to his friends, and said, “Take, eat: 

This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” After 

supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my 

Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 

sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” Remembering now his 

work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving, 

We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming. 

Lord God of our Fathers; God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God and Father of our Lord 

Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us 

from the presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for 

pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one 

body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name. 

 



Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to 

whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from 

generation to generation. 

 

 

The Celebrant then continues 

And now, as our Savior 

Christ has taught us, 

we are bold to say, 
 

 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy Name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

  who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

 



Breaking of the Bread 

A period of silence is kept. 

The Celebrant  continues. 

You shall eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, says the Lord. Alleluia. 

How shall I repay the LORD 

for all the good things he has done for me? 

You shall eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, says the Lord. Alleluia. 

I will lift up the cup of salvation 

and call upon the Name of the LORD. 

You shall eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, says the Lord. Alleluia. 

I will fulfill my vows to the LORD 

in the presence of all his people, 

You shall eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, says the Lord. Alleluia. 

In the courts of the LORD’S house, 

in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. 

Hallelujah! 

You shall eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, says the Lord. Alleluia. 

 

The Celebrant says 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

All baptized persons are welcome to receive Holy Communion. 

 

Communion Hymn 

Now the green blade riseth from the buried grain  Hymnal 204 

 

 

After Communion, the Celebrant says 



Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

Loving God, 

we give you thanks 

for restoring us in your image 

and nourishing us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood. 

Now send us forth 

a people, forgiven, healed, renewed; 

that we may proclaim your love to the world 

and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 

 

Blessing 

The priest blesses the people, saying 

May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us his children through the 

resurrection of his Son our Lord, bestow upon you the riches of his blessing. Amen. 

May God, who through the water of baptism has raised us from sin into newness of life, 

make you holy and worthy to be united with Christ for ever. Amen. 

May God, who has brought us out of bondage to sin into true and lasting freedom in the 

Redeemer, bring you to your eternal inheritance. Amen. 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you 

and remain with you for ever. Amen. 

 

Postcommunion Hymn 

Lo, the fair beauty of earth, from the death of the winter arising      Hymnal 175 

 

 



Dismissal 
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 Easter Sunday Schedule 

Sunday, April 5: Holy Eucharist        11:00am 

   Easter Egg Hunt  After Service of Holy Eucharist 

 


